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The Bag 

by George Herbert 

Away despair! my gracious Lord doth heare. 
Though windes and waves assault my keel, 

He doth preserve it: he doth steer, 
Ev’n when the boat seems most to reel. 

Storms are the triumph of his art: 
Well may he close his eyes, but not his heart. 

 

Hast thou not heard, that my Lord Jesus di’d? 
Then let me tell thee a strange storie. 

The God of power, as he did ride 

In his majestic robes of glorie, 
Reserv’d to light; and so one day 

He did descend, undressing all the way. 
 

The starres his tire of light and rings obtain’d, 

The cloud his bow, the fire his spear, 
The sky his azure mantle gain’d. 

And when they ask’d, what he would wear; 
He smil’d and said as he did go, 

He had new clothes a making here below. 
 

When he was come, as travellers are wont, 
He did repair unto an inne. 

Both then, and after, many a brunt 
He did endure to cancell sinne: 

And having giv’n the rest before, 

Here he gave up his life to pay our score. 
 

But as he was returning, there came one 

That ran upon him with a spear. 
He, who came hither all alone, 

Bringing nor man, nor arms, nor fear, 
Receiv’d the blow upon his side, 

And straight he turn’d, and to his brethren cry’d, 
 

If ye have any thing to send or write, 
I have no bag, but here is room: 
Unto my Fathers hands and sight, 
Beleeve me, it shall safely come. 

That I shall minde, what you impart; 

Look, you may put it very neare my heart. 
 

Or if hereafter any of my friends 
Will use me in this kinde, the doore 
Shall still be open; what he sends 

I will present, and somewhat more, 
Not to his hurt. Sighs will convey 

Any thing to me. Harke, Despair away. 



 
 

 
     Prelude                                

  Apostolic Greeting 
 

* God’s Call to Worship                                                 Psalm 8:1                    

 [Congregation – bold print] 
“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
You have set your glory above the heavens.” 

*    Hymn of Praise #244                        A Mighty Fortress is Our God                           
                                      

* Prayer of Adoration 
 

* Affirmation of Faith                                                 Nicene Creed   
                                          

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 

and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father; 

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living 
and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; 

who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic1 and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
______________1Universal, Christian                               



 
 

* Westminster Shorter Catechism  
[Minister – bold print] 

 
Q. 70. Which is the seventh commandment? 

A. The seventh commandment is, Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Q. 71. What is required in the seventh commandment? 
A. The seventh commandment requireth the preservation of our own 
and our neighbor’s chastity, in heart, speech and behavior. 
Q. 72. What is forbidden in the seventh commandment? 
A. The seventh commandment forbiddeth all unchaste thoughts, 
words and actions. 

 
* Confession of Sin                                     Adapted from Psalm 25 

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,  

for they have been from of old. 
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  
according to your steadfast love remember me,  

for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
For your name’s sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. 
The troubles of my heart are enlarged; bring me out of my dis-
tresses. 
Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins. 
 

* Assurance of Pardon                                             Isaiah 53:4-6 
           

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we es-
teemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” 
 

* Hymn of Thanks SB#5                                    O Praise the Father  
                                                                                  (2x through) 

 Offertory Prayer 

  

 Reading of God’s Word           Hebrews 4:14-5:10             p.1003 
 

  Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession  
  



 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 

* Hymn of Preparation #119L             Eternal Is Your Word, O Lord 

                                                                                                     

 Reading of God’s Word        Isaiah 46:1-13                         p.607 
  

 Prayer for Illumination  

 

 Preaching of God’s Word                             Pastor David Landow             
 

“The Things They Carried” 
 

 Prayer of Commitment & Dedication 
 

* Hymn of Response #520              What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                              
                                                                                                       

* God’s Commission and Blessing  
 

* Closing Response  SB#6                                        May the Grace                                                                                                                                  
  

Postlude 
*Please stand if you are able.  SB – Songbook 

 

 

 

 


